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What Is a School 
of Medicine? 
T
HE PREPARATION of the physician, the prac-
tice of medicine, the total health of the national 
community have their origin in the medical 
schools of our country. It is they who offer edu-
cational opportunity to the student, operate the 
teaching hospitals and clinics, provide training and experi-
ence for the graduate physician, conduct research and 
medical investigation, prepare postgraduate programs for 
the practitioner, give counsel and advice in matters of pub-
lic health. Our medical schools are the parents of American 
medicine. 
These are challenging times for medicine in America. 
With the challenges come unparalleled opportunities for 
the medical schools to provide leadership in teaching, re-
search and patient care. The times call for educational 
programs in medicine which are both forward-looking and 
practical. 
In dedicating this issue of The Courier to the School 
of Medicine, the Women's Board of the University Hospital 
has made it possible for us to present in pictures and text 
the strong profile of our School in its 140 years of service 
to medicine and education. 
Sincere thanks are expressed to the Women's Board 
and to all friends of the University who are contributing 
to the further growth and development of The George 
Washington University Medical Center. 
-John Parks, M.D. 
Dean, School of Medicine 
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A medical school is first a Faculty ... 
In 1821 it was Thomas Sewall, 
M.D., who shared with James 
Staughton, M.D., the "humble hope 
of contributing something to the 
advancement of medical science." 
It is today some 600 teachers 
and physicians, infinitely skilled 
beyond those abilities of 140 years 
ago, yet dedicated to that same 
hope. 
Presentation and discussion of a case includes pa-
tient history, diagnosis, therapy and prognosis. Here 
Dr. Howard Ticktin, Associate in Medicine, describes 
a patient's body chemistry to students and staff. 
Academic standings of students are discussed at mid-year scholarship session by Dr. 
Thomas M. Peery, Professor of Pathology, and Dr. Ira R. Telford, Professor of Anatomy 
(both above) and by Dr. Brian Blades, Professor of Surgery, and Dr. Angus M. Griffin, 
Associate Dean. 
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A medical school is next the Students ... 
In 1825 it was the 22 young men 
who gathered at that first opening 
assembly "to pursue the same 
studies, to read the ~ame books." 
It is today several hundred men 
and women, medical student and 
graduate physician, whose purpose 
is to acquire the knowledge and 
skills of medicine. 
<111111 Experiment in muscle function by three sophomore 
students produced this room-long record. 
I 
A medical school is finally a Place . . . 
In 1825 it was a "large commodious Hall, erected by the Faculty 
at their own expense." 
It is today two familiar older buildings in downtown Washington, 
whose laboratories and lecture halls over the past half-century have 
seen the work of many hundreds of students and teachers of medicine. 
Daily clinics "at the bedside of the sick" were offered by Columbian College at the Washing-
ton Infirmary, 1844-1861, making this one of the earliest teaching hospitals. 
The Columbian University Hospital was part 
of Carver Barracks installation during the 
Civil War years, 1861-1864. 
This building housed the medical school, 
1866-1902, until razed to provide the site 
for the present structure. 
Stairways in the present building still carry 
this Columbian University design. 
All medical students since 1902 have studied and 
worked here at 1335 H Street Northwest. 
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But a medical school is also 
the Hospital . .. 
The working place of the physician, 
The learning place of the student, 
The healing place for the patient. 
Surgical team working under ultraviolet light (for sterility) wears special protective garb. 
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It is teaching . . . 
the student to become the doctor, "to acquire a 
knowledge, to imbibe the same spirit." 
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Bedside teaching rounds for students and resident staff are held daily on the University's med-
ical service at 0. C. General Hospital. 
It is teaching . .. 
the doctor to become the physician, "in the ameli-
oration of the condition of man." 
On morning rounds with medical faculty 
member, students and staff discuss the care 
of each patient on their service. 
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It is teaching . 
the physician to become the teacher, "to impart 
that intelligence to others." 
Medical grand rounds bring together stu-
dents and resident staff in discussion of pa-
tient case presented by staff physician. 
"There are new and ever-chang-
ing patterns today in medical serv-
ice and medical education. This 
requires that the physician con-
sider himself a student and scholar 
throughout his professional life. 
Medical education necessarily is a 
continuing experience." 
Dr. Clayton 8. Ethridge, Professor of Medi-
cine, is Director of Postgraduate Medical 
Education and Research. 
It is the practitioner of medicine 
caring for patients in 
clinic and office 
Dr. Alfred Brigulio, 
Assistant Clinical 
Professor of Medi-
cine, examines and 
prescribes for a 
patient in his office. 
and teaching students and the younger physicians. 
Dr. Norman H. Rubenstein, Associate in Medicine, uses discussion of each patient as a teach-
ing opportunity for student and staff physician. 
-
It is medical investigation and 
research . .. 
Contributions to the medical literature are an indication of scholarly achievement by the faculty. 
It is the Medical School serving the 
community in all its ways . .. 
Teaching-
The University and affiliated 
hospitals provide clinical oppor-
tunities for the medical student 
and house physician to work with 
patients under the guidance of 
physician-teachers. In addition to 
its own Hospital, The George 
Washington University has active 
educational programs at the Dis-
trict of Columbia General, Chil-
dren's, St. Elizabeths, Mt. Alto 





Tomorrow's technics in medicine 
are even now being proved in the 
research laboratories. Medical in-
vestigation is the forerunner of im-
proved patient care. It is the prac-
ticing physician who brings the 
benefits of science to the bedside 
of the patient. 
This, then, is the School of M edicine-
the faculty, the students and the p lace, 
engaged in teaching, patient care and research. 
But beyond this, the School of Medicine is the graduate of the 
University, the Hospital intern and the resident physician, 
as medical alumni all descended in direct proud line from 
those historic origins of 1825. 
There was reference to this in a recent discussion by Harry 
F. Dowling, M.D., Professor of Internal Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, graduate of The George Washington Univer-
sity School of Medicine 1931: "For the private medical school, 
the alumni represent a special kind of community, an informed 
and dedicated profession ... Today our medical schools need 
strength more than ever before. Change is the order of the day, 
and with change comes the opportunity to move forward. It is 
the latent strength of the alumni that is needed now." 
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... Dr. Lee 
The founder and first pres-
ident of the Washington 
Heart Association, Dr. 
Thomas Sim Lee (right), 
talks with University Profes-
sor Clayton B. Ethridge at a 
luncheon honoring Dr. Lee 
and opening the 1961 Heart 
Fund. Dr. Ethridge was chair-
man of the honor luncheon. 
The presentation of the Heart and Torch award was made by John W. 
Latimer, Jr., M.D. 1940, President of the Washington Heart Association 
and Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine. Dr. Lee, now age 92, was 
the first cardiologist in Washington and established the first heart clinic 
in the city. He founded the Washington Heart Association in 1926 and 
was Clinical Professor of Medicine, 1920-32, at the University. 
... Dr. Ponack 
The American Medical Women's Association each year honors out-
standing young women who are graduated in the top 10 percent of their 
class from the co-educational medical schools of this country. Among the 
23 women graduates cited in a recent issue of the Association Journal 
was Dr. Bette Ponack Albert of the University's medical class of 1960. 
She is the wife of Dr. Bernard Albert, second-year resident in medicine 
at the Hospital. 
Mnwooo FARM, !.tluated within 
a secluded 40-acre rural 
A descnpt1ve folder will 
be sent ta you upc>n requesl. 
FOi INFOIMATION 1 C•ll •r write Melweod Farm, PHt Office 
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FAIRFAX HOSPITAL 
Through affiliation with 
the new Fairfax Hospital, the 
University will establish 
there a residency program of 
graduate education in surg-
ery, medicine, gynecology and 
obstetrics. Chairman of the 
medical staff of the new 300 
bed hospital is Dr. J. D. Zyl-
man, University Medical 
graduate of the Class of 1941. 
... Dr. Blades 
The Washington University in St. Louis has honored Dr. Brian 
Blades with the Distinguished Alumni Award presented to him in recent 
ceremonies there. The citation noted Dr. Blades' contributions to medical 
science and education, and the Award includes an inscribed official Uni-
versity chair. Dr. Blades, Professor of Surgery, received his degree in 
medicine from Washington University in 1932. 
The photo essay on the 
School of Medicine was pre-
pared by Richard C. Thomp-
son, who recently joined the 
University staff as Associate 
Director of Public Relations 
with responsibility for medi-
cal public relations. Unless 
otherwise noted, the quota-
tions used therein are from 
the address by Thomas Se-
wall, M.D., on the occasion 
of opening the Medical 
School, March 30, 1825. 
Beautiful prestige homes 
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TO OUR READERS WHO HA VE 
NOT YET SENT IN SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due to rising costs of printing and mailing, we find it increasingly diffi-
cult to meet the expense of publishing the high quality magazine we 
have been happy to send you for the past ten years-at no cost to you. 
In a previous issue of the Courier, we appealed to our readers for sus-
taining subscriptions at only $1.00 per year. Many responded, and we 
are truly grateful. 
Perhaps you, too, have intended to subscribe-but it is so easy to forget. 
PLEASE-RIGHT NOW, while you have it in mind, fill out the cou-
pon below and mail it in with your dollar. Your cooperation will be 
deeply appreciated. 
Mrs. Wolfgang K. Legner 
4401 First Road, South 
Arlington, Virginia 
Inclosed is ($1)($2. 75) for a subscription to the Courier of The George 
Washington University Medical Center. My correct address is: 
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